Fiddlers Along the Arkansas
Official Fiddling Competition Rules

1. Only acoustic stringed instruments amplified through our public address system will be permitted in the contest.

2. Contestants will be limited to two accompanists.  Accompanists may not carry the melody or otherwise obscure the playing of the contestant.

3. A contestant may not play the same tune more than one time in the course of competition.

4. The JUNIOR I division contestants (age 1-8) and JUNIOR II division contestants (age 9-12) will play two tunes: a breakdown and a tune of choice which cannot be another breakdown.  A tune of choice is defined as a rag, polka or a jig.  JUNIOR I and II division contestants may include a waltz as the tune of choice.

5. Contestants in JUNIOR III division (age 13-17), ADULT division (age 18-50) and SENIOR division (age 51 +) will play three tunes: a breakdown, a waltz and a tune of choice.

6. Tunes which are primarily “showpieces” or “trick” tunes, such as “Black Mountain Rag”, “Listen to the Mockingbird” or “Orange Blossom Special” will not be permitted or judged in competition.  Questions as to the tune selection appropriateness should be directed to the judges prior to entering the stage for the contest.  Judge’s decision will be final.
7. Contestants will announce their own tunes and should endeavor to limit the length of their performance to a total of 10 minutes for all tunes.

8. Each division will have First, Second and Third place trophies and cash prizes awarded.  In addition, all participants in the JUNIOR I and JUNIOR II division will be awarded a prize.

9. First place winners in each division will play in the Championship division playoff.  This round of play will consist of three tunes: a breakdown (also called a Hoedown – played in 4/4 or 2/4 time with 8 bar parts suitable for square dancing), a waltz and a tune of choice.  One individual in the Championship division will be decided the winner by the judges.
10. In the event of a tie within an age division or in the Championship division, those individuals involved will play one breakdown to be judged by the judges.

11. In the event a contestant is interrupted by circumstances beyond the control of the contestant, the judges may, at their sole discretion, allow the contestant to restart the tune which was interrupted.  Circumstances will include weather-related activities, disturbances by a passing train or other traffic, interference by a member of the public as to disrupt the performance by the contestant, or by equipment failure.

12. All contestants will register for the competition and pay the designated fee prior to the beginning of the competition of the division in which the contestant is registered.  No person may register in an age division in which they do not meet the qualifications.

13. If there are less than three (3) contestants registered for any division, the competition committee reserves the right to combine adjoining divisions.

14. Out of respect for the performers on the stage and for the judges, there will be a designated area for contestants to “warm-up”.  There will be a tent provided to keep the sun/rain off.

15. Circumstances not addressed by the above information will be decided by a consensus of the judges.  In all instances, the decision of the judges will be final. 
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